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Abstract  

This article explores the principles of  social  justice in Islam and their 

impact on the economy. Islam promotes a just economy based on 

principles of fairness and equal resource distribution. The article also 

outlines the significant role of the government in ensuring the proper 

functioning of the market and creating an environm ent conducive to 

development and justice.  Moreover,  the article examines the challenges 

and opportunities faced by Islamic economics, particularly in the context  

of Indonesia, with its large Muslim population. However, with 

increasing awareness of social  justice and community empowerment,  

Islamic economics is  becoming more relevant and thriving. The article 

also highlights the role of philanthropy, such as zakat, in supporting 

community development and empowerment.  Despite some obstacles,  

Islamic economics has the potential  to provide an alternative grounded 

in social justice and sustainability.  

Keyword: Social  Justice, Islamic Economics,  Wealth Distribution, Zakat 

and Philanthropy 

Abstrak 

Artikel ini  membahas prinsip-prinsip keadilan sosial dalam Islam dan 

dampaknya pada ekonomi. Islam mendorong ekonomi yang adil ,  

berlandaskan prinsip-prinsip keadilan dan kesetaraan sumber daya. 

Artikel ini juga menguraikan peran penting pemerintah dalam 

memastikan mekanisme pasar berjalan dengan baik dan menciptakan 

lingkungan yang mendukung pembangunan dan keadilan. Selain itu,  

art ikel  ini  mencermati  tantangan dan peluang yang dihadapi ekonomi 

Islam, terutama dalam konteks Indonesia,  yang memiliki  populasi  

Muslim yang besar. Namun, dengan peningkatan kesadaran akan 

keadilan sosial dan pemberdayaan masyarakat, ekonomi Islam semakin 

relevan dan berkembang. Artikel  ini  juga menyoroti peran filantropi,  
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seperti zakat,  dalam mendukung pembangunan masyarakat dan 

pemberdayaan. Meskipun terdapat beberapa kendala, ekonomi Islam  

memiliki potensi untuk memberikan alternatif yang berlandaskan 

keadilan sosial dan keberlanjutan.  

Kata kunci:  Keadilan Sosial , Ekonomi Islam, Distribusi  Kekayaan, Zakat 

dan Filantropi  

 

A. Introduction  

S o c i a l  j u s t i ce  i n  I s l am  i s  a  f un d am enta l  p r in c i p l e  ro o t ed  i n  

t h e  r e l i g io n ' s  t e ach in gs .  I t  en com p as s es  t h e  id ea  o f  f a i rn e s s ,  

eq u i t y ,  and  t h e  f a i r  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  r e s ou r ces  an d  o ppo r tu n i t i e s  

w i t h i n  s o c i e t y .  I s l am  v a l u es  so c i a l  j u s t i c e  an d  em ph as i zes  t he  

i mp or t an ce  o f  t r ea t i ng  a l l  peo p l e  w i t h  d ig n i t y  an d  r es p ec t ,  

r eg a rd l es s  o f  t he i r  s o c i a l  o r  e con omi c  s t a tu s .  

P ro ph e t  Mu h amm ad  ( PB U H)  on ce  m en t i on ed  th a t  e con om y i s  

t h e  p i l l a r  o f  wo r l d ’ s  d ev e l opm ent .  In  v a r io us  s t a t em en t ,  h e  

m en t i on ed  th a t  t r ad e r s  o r  en t r ep r en eu r  a r e  am on gs t  t he  b es t  

p r o f es s io ns  t h e r e  i s ,  h e  a l so  en cou r aged  h i s  comm un i ty  to  eng ag e 

i n  t r ad e .  In  o ne  h ad i t h ,  i t  i s  ex p l a i n ed :  "R a f i '  b in  K h ad i j  n a r r a t ed  

t h a t  he  a sk ed  t h e  P r o ph e t ,  'O  M es s en ge r  o f  Al l ah ,  w h a t  i s  t h e  b e s t  

k in d  o f  e a r n in g ? '  He  r ep l i ed ,  ‘T h a t  f o r  wh i ch  a  m an  wo r ks  wi t h  h i s  

h and s .  An d  h on es t  t r ad in g . ’ ”  (N a r r a t ed  by  Ah mad  an d  Al  B azza r ;  

s ah i h  l i g h a i r ih i ) .  

A l i  Sy a r i a t i  m en t io n ed  th a t  2 / 3  o f  t he  v e r se s  o f  t h e  Qur ' an  

em ph as i ze  t he  imp o r t an ce  o f  up ho ld in g  j us t i c e  an d  d e t es t in g  

i n j us t i c e ,  u s in g  exp r e s s i on s  su ch  as  "zh u lm ,"  " i t sm ,"  "dh a l a l , "  e t  

c e t e r a .  T h er e f o r e ,  t h e  g o a l s  o f  so c io eco no mi c  ju s t i c e  and  

i n com e /w e l f a r e  d i s t r i b u t i on  a r e  con s i d er ed  i n t eg r a l  pa r t s  o f  

I s l ami c  mo r a l  p h i l os op hy .  

T h e  con cep t  o f  s oc i o econ om ic  j us t i ce  ho lds  an  im po r t an t  

p l ace  in  I s l am i c  t ho ug h t  and  ph i l os op hy .  In  I s l am ,  e co no mi c  

ac t i v i t y  i s  ex p ec t ed  to  b e  cons i s t en t  wi t h  a  b r o ad e r  v i s io n  o f  

s o c i e t a l  f a i r n es s  an d  equ i ty ,  en capsu l a t ed  b y  t he  p r i nc i p l es  o f  

" K ead i l an  So s i a l "  ( s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ) .  T h i s  p r in c i p l e  no t  on l y  gu i d es  

e co no mi c  t r ans ac t io ns  bu t  a l so  sh apes  t he  n a tu r e  o f  t h e  eco no mi c  

s ys t em  w i th in  t h e  I s l ami c  f r amew o rk .  T h i s  d i s cu ss i on  wi l l  ex amin e  

t h e  f un d am en t a l  p r i n c ip l es  o f  I s l ami c  eco no mi cs ,  f o cu s in g  o n  i t s  

em ph as i s  o n  s oc i a l  j u s t i c e  and  i t s  i mpl i ca t i ons  fo r  e co no mi c  

p r ac t i ce s  and  p o l i c i e s .  

Wi t h  su ch  a  s t ro ng  co n cer n  o f  I s l am t ow ar ds  th e  econ om y,  i t  

i s  no t  s u rp r i s i ng  th a t  m any  s cho l a r s  h av e  b een  h i gh ly  p r o du c t iv e  

i n  g en e r a t i ng  s tud i es  d i s cu ss i ng  i t s  co nn ec t io n  wi th  I s l am ic  

eco no mi cs .  R e f e r en ces  t o  j u r i sp ru den t i a l  b oo ks  p ro du ced  by  
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s cho la r s  o f t en  de lv e  in to  to p i cs  r e l a t ed  t o  m u am al ah  (Y az id  & 

Y az id ,  20 09 ) .  

I s l am p ro mot e s  e con om ic  j us t i c e  by  p ro h i b i t i n g  us u ry  ( r ib a )  

an d  ex p l o i t a t i o n  in  f i n an c i a l  t r an s ac t io ns .  Ch a rg in g  and  p ay in g  

i n t e r es t  i s  co ns id e red  un f a i r  a s  i t  c an  l e ad  to  ex p l o i t a t i o n  o f  p eo p l e  

i n  f i n an c i a l  n eed .  Th e  P ro ph e t  (P BU H )  cu r s ed  th e  on e  w ho  acce p t ed  

u su r y  ( l en d i ng  mon ey  wi t h  i n t e r es t ) ,  t h e  on e  wh o  p a id  i t ,  t h e  

w i t n es s  t o  i t ,  an d  th e  o n e  w ho  r ecor d ed  i t .  

T h e  con cep t  o f  soc i o econ om ic  ju s t i ce  t h a t  I s l am t eaches  

d e s i r es  a  p ro po r t ion a l  i n com e d i s t r i b u t io n .  In  t h i s  con tex t ,  i t  can  

a l so  b e  s a id  t h a t  I s l am i c  eco no mi c  i s  b a s ed  o n  un i ty .  The r e f o r e ,  i t  

i s  n o t  su rp r i s i ng  t h a t  t h e re  i s  an  as su mpt io n  s t a t i ng  t h a t  t h e  

p r in c i p l es  o f  I s l am ic  so c io - eco nom ic  j us t i ce  h as  s imi l a r i t i e s  t o  

s o c i a l i sm .  T h er e  ha s  even  b een  an  o p i n i on  s t a t i ng  t h a t  so c i a l i sm,  

w h en  comb in ed  wi th  I s l ami c  e l em en t s ,  c an  b ecom e  I s l am ic  i t s e l f .  

 

B. Research Method  

T h e  r e s ea r ch  me tho d  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  em plo ys  a  q ua l i t a t i v e  

r e s ea r ch  app r o ach .  Th e  r e sea r che r  i n v es t ig a t e s  and  g a t h er s  

i n fo rm at io n  ab ou t  t h e  i n t r i c ac i es  o f  I s l ami c  eco no mi cs  and  i t s  

i n f l u en ce  o n  s o c io - econ omi c  jus t i ce .  T h e  d a t a  us ed  i s  o f  a  

s econ d ar y  n a t u r e ,  s ou r ced  b y  q uo t i ng  f rom  bo ok s ,  j ou r na l s ,  

r ep o r t s ,  an d  o t h e r  r e l ev an t  w r i t i ng s .  T h e  o b j ec t iv e  i s  t o  as s i s t  i n  

ad d r es s in g  an  i s s ue  th a t  r eq u i re s  a  de t a i l ed  and  accu r a t e  l i t e r a ry  

r ev i ew  f r om  v a r io us  s ou r ces .  

 

C.  Ownership and Weal th  Distribution in  Is lam  

T h e  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  w ea l th  i s  a  c en t r a l  co nce r n  in  I s l am ic  

eco no mi cs  t o  a ch i ev e  co l l e c t i v e  p r o sp e r i t y .  S om e f i nan c i a l  

i n s t r um en t s  us ed  fo r  t h i s  pu rp os e  inc l ud e  zaka t ,  s ad aqah ,  i n f aq ,  

an d  w aq f .  Ad d i t i on a l ly ,  i n  t h e  p as t ,  s t a t e  r es ou r ces  we r e  a l s o  

o b t a i n ed  f ro m  w ar f a r e ,  w h i ch  w as  reco gn ized  as  s po i l s  o f  w a r  

( an f a l ,  gh an im ah ,  an d  f a ' i ) .  Th e r e fo re ,  t h e  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  wa r  

s po i l s  a l so  r ece i v ed  a t t en t io n  r eg a rd in g  wh o  s ho u ld  b ene f i t  f ro m 

i t .  T h i s  w e a l t h  d i s t r i bu t io n  po l i cy  a ims  t o  a ch i ev e  i n com e eq ua l i t y  

am on g  t h e  pu b l i c .  

H en ce ,  i t  c an  b e  s a i d  th a t  t h e  w e l f a r e  an d  p r os p e r i t y  o f  t h e  

p o pu l ace  d o  no t  so l e l y  d epend  on  t h e  r e su l t s  o f  p r od u c t i on  i t s e l f  

b u t  a l so  on  t h e  p r o p e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n co me .  Wea l t h  c an  b e  

g en e ra t ed  i n  ex cess  ev en  i n  p r os pe r ou s  m od e rn  so c i e t i e s  w he r e  

t h e r e  i s  abu nd an t  wea l t h  ho w ev e r ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  wea l th  i s  no t  

eq u i t ab l e ,  l e ad i ng  to  m an y  c i t i z ens  s u f f e r in g  f r om  po ve r ty .  T h i s  i s  
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a l l  du e  to  an  im pro p e r  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  w ea l th ,  wh e r e  a  p o r t i on  o f  

t h e  po pu l a t i on  l os es  t h e i r  f a i r  sh a r e .  I s l am a l s o  p e rce ive s  t h a t  a  

m at e r i a l i s t i c  un de rs t an d in g  i s  a  f l aw ed  p e rs p ec t i v e  o n  l i f e  b ecaus e  

h um ans  h av e  b o t h  m a te r i a l  an d  no n -m at e r i a l  ( s p i r i t u a l )  

d im en s i on s .  In  I s l am ic  econ omi cs ,  t h es e  tw o  d i m en s io ns  ( m at e r i a l  

an d  sp i r i t u a l )  a r e  no t  s een  as  s o l e l y  f o r  i n d i v id u a l  l i b e r a t i on  as  i n  

c ap i t a l i s t  i d eo l og ies ,  b u t  a s  a  b a l an ce  b e t w een  th e  i nd i v id u a l  an d  

t h e  m at e r i a l  and  s p i r i t u a l  e l em en t s  t h ey  po ss e s s ,  a  b a l an ce  b e tw een  

t h e  i nd iv i du a l  an d  s o c i e t y ,  an d  a  b a l an ce  b e t w een  o n e  s oc i e t y  and  

an o t h er .  

T h e  Qu r ’ an  h as  d e f i n ed  con c r e t e  s t ep s  f o r  a ch i ev in g  w ea l th  

d i s t r i b u t i on  eq u i t y  w i th in  s o c i e t y  ob j ec t i v e ly .  T he  Qu r an  a l so  

p r oh ib i t s  t h e  ch a rg in g  o f  i n t e r es t  i n  an y  fo rm .  Ad d i t i o n a l l y ,  i t  

i n t ro du ces  i nh e r i t an ce  l aws  th a t  p l ace  l im i t a t i on s  on  th e  au th or i t y  

o f  w ea l t h  o w ne r s  fo r  a  sp ec i f i c  p u rp os e ,  en su r i ng  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i on  

o f  t he i r  w ea l th  am on g  c l os e  r e l a t i ve s  u po n  t h e i r  p as s in g .  T h e 

p u rp os e  o f  t h es e  l aw s  i s  t o  p rev en t  t h e  con cen t r a t i on  o f  w ea l t h  

w i t h i n  sp ec i f i c  g rou ps .  Fu r th e rm or e ,  t h e  p os i t i v e  s t ep s  t ak en  t o  

d i s t r i b u t e  w ea l th  t o  t h e  com mu ni t y  in c lu d e  th e  o b l i g a t io n  t o  p ay  

zak a t ,  g iv e  in f aq ,  an d  p r ov id e  as s i s t an ce  to  t h e  po or  an d  t ho s e  

a f f ec t ed  by  s t a t e  t ax e s .  

T h e  cap i t a l i s t  e con om ic  s ys t em ,  a l so  k no wn  as  " a l - r a ' su  

m al iy ah"  i n  I s l amic  eco nom ics  (Ch apr a ,  19 99 ,  18 ) ,  a ckno w ledg es  

t h e  con cep t  o f  i nd i v i du a l  ow n er sh ip .  In  t h i s  sy s t em,  i nd iv id ua l s  

h av e  th e  f r e edom  t o  accum ul a t e  and  g en e r a t e  wea l th  b a s ed  o n  t h e i r  

ab i l i t i e s ,  w i t h  n o  r es t r i c t i on s  o n  ho w t hey  can  u t i l i ze  an d  d i s t r i bu t e  

t h e i r  a s s e t s ,  ex cep t  f o r  r e sp ec t in g  t he  ow n er sh ip  o f  o th e r s .  The  

ex t en t  o f  an  i nd i v id u a l ' s  p r iv a t e  p r ope r ty  i s  o n l y  l i mi t ed  b y  t h e  

f r e edo m  o f  o th e r  i nd iv id ua l s .  O w n er sh i p  i s  j u s t i f i ed  m er e l y  o n  t he  

g r ou nd s  t h a t  on e  i s  a  hu m an  b e in g  and  do es  n o t  i n f r in g e  u p on  th e  

f r e edo m of  o th e r s .  H ow ev er ,  t h i s  p e r s p ec t i ve  d i s en g ages  i t s e l f  

f r om  e t h i ca l  v a l ue s  o r  no rm s ,  o f t en  r es u l t i n g  in  i n com e in equ a l i t y  

an d  so c i a l  env y .  

E con om ic  b eh av i o r  d ev o i d  o f  mo r a l  co ns id e r a t i on s  can  g i v e  

r i s e  t o  ac t i ons  su ch  a s  mo no po l i es  ( i h t i ka r ) ,  ho a r d in g  ( i k t i n az) ,  

u su r y ,  and  o t h er s ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch  can  l e ad  to  i n com e d i s t r i bu t io n  

i n j us t i c e  ( t au z i '  a l - d akh l )  ( Gh a f a r ,  19 8 5 ,  4 08 ) .  T he  d i s t r i bu t io n  

p r in c i p l es  ap p l i ed  b y  th e  cap i t a l i s t  sy s t em  u l t im a t e ly  l e ad  to  t h e  

r ea l i t y  t ha t  t h e  t r ue  r u l e r s  a r e  t h e  cap i t a l i s t s  ( c ap i t a l  ow n e rs  and  

co ng lom er a t e s ) .  Th e r e fo r e ,  i t  i s  no t  su r p r i s i ng  t ha t  go v e rnm en t  

p o l i c i es  cons i s t en t l y  f av or  t h e  in t e re s t s  o f  c ap i t a l  ow n e r s  o r  

co ng lom er a t e s ,  o f t en  a t  t h e  exp ens e  o f  t h e  w e l l - b e ing  o f  t h e  

g en e ra l  po pu l a t io n .  C on s eq u en t ly ,  i n co m e an d  w ea l t h  d i s t r i bu t io n  

i n eq u a l i t i e s  ( i n j us t i c es )  b ecom e p rev a l en t .  
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T h e  s t a t e  sh ou ld  no t  ex e r c i s e  i t s  au t ho r i t y  a rb i t r a r i l y ;  

i n s t e ad ,  i t  s ho u l d  us e  i t s  po w er  t o  en ab l e  t h e  p ro p er  f un c t io n in g  o f  

t h e  m ark e t  an d  c r ea t e  an  en v i r onm ent  con du c i v e  t o  d ev e l op ment  

an d  j us t i c e .  T h e  s t a t e  sh ou l d  b e  an  in s t i t u t io n  o r i en t ed  t ow ar ds  th e  

w e l f a r e  o f  i t s  c i t i zen s ,  p r ac t i c e  f i s ca l  m od e r a t i on ,  r es pec t  o th e r s '  

p r op e r t y  r i gh t s ,  an d  avo id  bu r d ens om e  t ax a t io n .  Ib n  K h a l du n ' s  

co n cep t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  a s  p e r  C h ap r a ,  i s  n o t  t ha t  o f  a  l a i s s ez - f a i r e  o r  

t o t a l i t a r i an  s t a t e  bu t  r a th e r  a  s t a t e  t h a t  a c t s  a s  a  f a c i l i t a to r  o f  

h um an  d ev e l op ment  an d  w el f a re .  

 

 D .   The  Role  of  the  State  in  Is lamic  Economics  

T h e  ro l e  o f  t h e  go ve r nm en t  i s  c ru c i a l  t o  ens u r e  t h e  m ark e t  t o  

f u n c t i on  sm oo th l y .  P ro ph e t  M uh am m ad  ( PB U H )  h ims e l f  p e r f o rm ed 

t h e  f un c t io n  o f  m a rk e t  ov e rs ig h t  o r  " a l - Hi sb ah , "  wh i ch  l a t e r  

b ecam e  as  a  r e f e r en ce  fo r  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  r eg u la t i ng  t h e  

m ark e t .  M eanw hi l e ,  Ib n  T aym iy y ah  in  h i s  b oo k  Al - Hi sb ah  f i  a l -

I s l am d i s cu ss e s  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  ro l e  o f  “A l - Hi s b ah ”  du r i ng  t h e  t i m e  

o f  P ro ph e t  M uh am mad  (PB U H ) .  He  f r eq u en t ly  i n spec t ed  t h e  

m ark e t s  t o  as s e s s  p r i c es  an d  m ark e t  m ech an i s ms  ( Al  A r i f  and  

A m al i a ,  20 14 ) .  

" Al - Hi sb ah "  i s  an  i ns t i t u t io n  th a t  fu n c t i on s  to  en cou rag e  

g o od  d eed s ,  m ak ing  t h em  h ab i t u a l ,  and  t o  f o rb i d  w r on gdo in g  on ce  

i t  b ecom es  a  commo n p rac t i c e .  A cco rd in g  t o  Ib n  T aym iy y ah ,  t h e  

p u rp os e  o f  " Al - Hi s b ah "  i s  t o  co mman d  wh a t  i s  r e f e r red  to  as  

g o od ness  and  p r ev en t  wh a t  i s  com mo nl y  kn ow n as  ev i l  wi th i n  t h e  

j u r i s d i c t io n  o f  t h e  go v e rnm en t  t o  r egu la t e ,  w h i l e  i t  a l so  ad j ud ica t es  

i n  o th e r  s pec i f i c  p u b l i c  a r ea s  t ha t  o r d i na r y  i ns t i t u t ion s  can no t  

r e ach .  

In  co n t emp or a r y  I s l am i c  econ omi c  th ou g h t ,  t h e  ex i s t en ce  o f  

" a l - Hi sb ah"  o f t en  se r v e s  as  a  r e f e ren ce  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  

eco no my ,  p a r t i cu l a r ly  wi th i n  m ark e t s .  Ho w ev e r ,  t h e  p r ac t i ca l  

i mpl emen t a t io n  o f  " a l -H i s b ah"  can  t ak e  va r io us  f o rms .  Som e 

eco no mis t s  a r gu e  tha t  " a l - Hi s b ah"  s ho u l d  b e  p e r fo rm ed  by  t h e  s t a t e  

i n  a  g en e ra l  s ens e  t h ro ug h  i t s  v a r i ous  in s t i t u t io ns .  In  t h i s  v i ew,  

" a l - Hi sb ah"  i s  i nh er en t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  fu n c t i on s  wi t h i n  th e  m ar ke t ,  

an d  th e r e  i s  no  n eed  to  es t ab l i sh  a  s ep a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i on  fo r  i t .  On  

t h e  o t he r  h and ,  som e  b e l i ev e  th a t  t he r e  i s  a  n eed  fo r  a  sp ec i f i c  

i n s t i t u t i on  ca l l ed  " a l - Hi sb ah . "  In  t h i s  co n t ex t ,  " a l - Hi s b ah "  

f u n c t i on s  a s  a  s p ec i a l i zed  econ omi c  p o l i c e  fo r ce .  Mo r eo v e r ,  t h i s  

i n s t i t u t i on  o p e ra t es  i nd ep en d en t ly ,  f r e e  f ro m th e  i n f lu en ce  o f  

s p ec i f i c  i n t e r e s t  g ro u ps  o r  t h e  g ov e r nm en t  i t s e l f .  H o w eve r ,  g iv en  

t h e  b ro ad  and  s t r a t eg i c  f un c t io ns  o f  " a l - Hi s b ah , "  i t  app ea r s  t h a t  

t h i s  i nd ep en d en t  ag en cy  wi l l  b e  an  in t eg r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  
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g o ve r nm en t ' s  o v e ra l l  fu nc t i ons ,  wi th  i t s  op e r a t i on a l  a sp ec t s  

o v e rs een  by  r e l ev an t  m in i s t r i e s ,  d ep a r tm en t s ,  ag enc i es ,  o r  

i n s t i t u t i on s .  

T h e  go v e rnm en t  i s  en t r us t ed  to  c a r r y  ou t  co l l e c t iv e  du t i es  i n  

a ch iev i ng  w el f a re ,  j u s t i c e ,  an d  a  g oo d  w ay  o f  l i f e  f o r  a l l  p eop le .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  go v e rnm en t  a c t s  a s  an  ag en t  o f  G o d ,  o r  

" kh a l i f a tu l l ah , "  t o  a ch iev e  " f a l ah . "  As  t h e  cus t od i an  o f  Go d ' s  t ru s t ,  

t h e  ex i s t en ce  an d  ro l e  o f  t he  g ov e r nmen t  a r e  f i rml y  g rou n ded  in  

t h e  Qu r an  and  Su nnah ,  bo th  ex p l i c i t l y  an d  imp l i c i t l y .  

T h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  P ro p h e t  Mu h amm ad  (PB U H )  an d  th e  R ig h t ly  

G u id ed  Ca l ip hs  s e rv e  a s  ex ce l l en t  ex am pl es  f o r  t h e  g ov er n men t ' s  

ex i s t en ce .  In  f u l f i l l i n g  t h i s  t r us t ,  t h e  go v e rnm en t  u ph o l ds  t h e  

p r in c i p l e  o f  "m us y aw ar ah"  ( sh ur a )  a s  a  s ig n i f i c an t  d ec i s i on - m ak in g  

m echan i sm  i n  I s l am .  T hu s ,  t he  go v ern m en t  f un dam ent a l l y  h o ld s  a  

t r us t  f r om  t he  co mm un i ty .  

T o  en su r e  t h e  m ark e t  t o  fu n c t i on  s mo ot h l y ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t he  

g o ve r nm en t  i s  c ru c i a l .  P ro ph e t  Mu h amm ad  (P BU H )  h i ms e l f  

d e s c r ib ed  h i s  f un c t i on  a s  a  m a rk e t  o ve r s ee r  ( " a l - Hi s b ah " ) ,  w h i ch  

a im s  t o  su p er v i s e  t h e  m ark e t  ag a i ns t  d i sh on es t  t r ad in g  p rac t i c e s  o r  

an y  ac t iv i t i e s  t h a t  co u l d  po t en t i a l l y  ha r m m ar k e t  m ech an i sms .  

 

E.   Is lamic  Economics  and Community  Empowerment  

 In d o n es i a ,  a s  a  d eve l op i ng  n a t io n ,  h as  a  su bs t an t i a l  M us l i m 

p o pu l a t io n  o f  20 9 .1 2 0 , 00 0  (8 7 . 2 % )  (S e t y an i ng s i h ,  2 02 1) ,  m ak in g  

i t  a  s i gn i f i can t  po ten t i a l  so u rce  f o r  so c i o - r e l ig io us  fu nd ing  th r ou gh  

I s l ami c  p r ac t i c e s  l i k e  Z ak a t .  T h i s  p o ten t i a l  fo r  Z ak a t  ob l ig a t io ns  

am on g  In d on es i an s  c an  s e rv e  as  a  n a t io na l  d ev e lo pm ent  f un d i ng  

s ou r ce ,  wh ich  can  be  h a rn es s ed  t o  execu t e  comm un i ty  d eve l opm ent  

i n i t i a t i v es  a im ed  a t  em po w er in g  the  com mu ni t y  and  f os t e r in g  

p r os p er i t y .  S us t a inab l e  em po w er m en t ,  a s  d e f i ned  by  Sum od in in gr a t  

( 1 99 8 ) ,  s eeks  t o  en co mp as s  d ev e l opm ent ,  enab l em en t ,  

em po w erm en t ,  and  p r o t ec t i on .  

C omm un i ty  d ev e l op m ent  a l i g ns  wi t h  p h i l an t h r op y ,  w h i ch  

en t a i l s  vo l un t a r y  ac t i on s  r oo t ed  in  co n cer n  f o r  t h e  we l f a r e  o f  

o th e r s ,  d r i ven  b y  a  s en s e  o f  pu b l i c  i n t e r e s t  r a th e r  t h an  p e rs on a l  

i n t e r es t s  (M af t uh in ,  20 17 ) .  Ph i l an th r op y  i s  ch a r ac t e r i z ed  a s  

" vo lu n t a ry  a c t i on  fo r  t h e  p ub l i c  g oo d"  o r  a c t i on s  p e r fo rmed  f o r  t h e  

b e t t e rm en t  o f  pu b l i c  i n t e r e s t s  (P ay to n ,  2 00 8) .  In  con t r as t  t o  

ch a r i t y ,  p h i l an t h r op y  i s  m o r e  fo cus ed  o n  comm uni ty  empo w erm en t ,  

w i t h  a  mo r e  p ro fo u nd  an d  s t r uc tu ra l  i mp ac t .  Ch a r i t y  i nv o lv e s  

g iv in g  wi t ho u t  n ece s s a r i l y  c au s in g  s ig n i f i c an t  and  lon g - l as t i n g  

ch ang e ,  w h er ea s  p h i l an t h ro py  a im s  t o  c r ea t e  s p ec i f i c  s o c i a l  



333 

Jurnal Religion: Jurnal Agama, Sosial, dan Budaya 

                                                       Volume 1, Nomor 6 (2023) 

ch ang es ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  t ho s e  th a t  co n t r i bu t e  t o  a ch i ev in g  s o c i a l  

j u s t i c e  (M af t uh in ,  2 0 17 ) .  

Fau z i ah  ( 20 08 )  h ig h l ig h t s  t h r ee  ph i l an th ro p i c  a c t iv i t i e s  i n  

I s l am:  Z ak a t ,  S ad aq ah  (d on a t io ns ) ,  an d  Waq f ,  wh i ch  can  b e  us ed  

a s  b o th  co ns ump t iv e  an d  p r od u c t i v e  f un ds .  Wh i l e  co ns um pt i v e  

f u nd s  m ay  no t  d i r ec t ly  con t r ib u t e  t o  sus t a in ab l e  d ev e l op men t ,  t h ey  

d o  no t  en t i r e l y  a l i g n  wi t h  t h e  p r i n c ip l es  o f  Z ak a t ,  wh ich  a ims  a t  

p o ve r t y  a l l ev i a t io n .  T h er e f o r e ,  co mmu ni t i es  o f t en  r equ i r e  m or e  

s ub s t an t i a l  f i n an c ia l  a s s i s t an ce  fo r  p ro d uc t iv e  b us in es s  cap i t a l .  

Waq f ,  w h i ch  in c lud es  d ed i ca t i ng  p rop e r t y  o r  a s s e t s  fo r  t h e  

co mmo n go od ,  i s  a  e s s en t i a l  t oo l  i n  I s l ami c  eco nom i cs .  Waq f  

p r op e r t i e s ,  en do wmen t s ,  an d  cha r i t ab l e  t r us t s  a r e  i n s t a l l ed  to  f un d  

acad em i c  in s t i t u t ion s ,  ho sp i t a l s ,  mo squ es ,  and  v a r i ou s  com mu ni t y  

d ev e l opm ent  p ro j ec t s .  T hes e  endo w ment s  as s i s t  l on g - t e rm 

co mmu ni ty  d ev e lo pm ent ,  m a i n ly  i n  a r ea s  l i k e  ed u ca t i on ,  

h ea l th ca r e ,  an d  so c i a l  s e r v i ces .  

 

F. Chal lenges  and Implementat ion of  Socioeconomics  

Just ice  

  I s l ami c  eco nom i cs  h a s  t he  po t en t i a l  t o  r ep l ace  con v en t io n a l  

e co no mi cs ,  bu t  i t s  im pl em en t a t i on  f ace s  n um ero us  o bs t ac l es  an d  

ch a l l en g es .  S om e o f  t h e se  ch a l l eng es  in c l ud e  t he  co n t i nu ed  

p r ac t i ce  o f  do ub l e  t ax a t i on  i n  I s l ami c  b ank in g ,  t h e  l a ck  o f  a  w e l l -

p r ep ar e d  wo rk f o r ce  fo r  I s l ami c  eco nom ics ,  t h e  abs en ce  o f  I s l ami c  

eco no mi cs  cu r r i cu l a  i n  m ai ns t r eam  s cho o l s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in  l ow  p ub l i c  

u n de r s t an d i ng ,  aw ar en ess ,  and  co n cer n  f o r  t h i s  f i e l d .  Ad d i t i o na l l y ,  

t h e r e  i s  a  n eg a t i v e  p e r cep t i on  amo ng  a  s eg m en t  o f  b o t h  Mu s l i m  and  

n o n- Mu s l i m  p op u la t i on s  wh o  a r e  f ea r f u l  o f  t h e  compr eh ens i v e  

ap p l i c a t io n  o f  S ha r i a  l aw .  Th e  l im i t ed  s up po r t  f r om  I s l am i c  

p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  fo r  t h e  im pl em en t a t io n  o f  I s l am i c  eco n omi cs ,  

a l on g  wi th  t he  i n c rea s i ng  app r ec i a t i on  o f  I s l am ic  eco no mics  b y  th e  

p u b l i c ,  h a s  no t  been  m at ch ed  w i th  su f f i c i en t  ed uca t i on  an d  

aw ar en ess  e f f o r t s .  

  R ega r d i ng  t h e  ch a l l en g es  o f  I s l ami c  eco no mi cs  t h a t  

In d o n es i a  m us t  ove r com e  t o  p ro g re s s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  I s l am i c  

eco no mi cs ,  t h e  dom in a t io n  o f  t h e  cap i t a l i s t  s ys t em  wo r ld wi d e  

p os e s  a  s i gn i f i c an t  ch a l l eng e .  M an y  co u n t r i es  w i t h  p r edom in an t l y  

M us l im  p op u l a t i ons  t en d  t o  f o l l ow  cap i t a l i s t  sy s t em s ,  even  th ou gh  

t h ey  may  m od i f y  t hem in  p r ac t i c e .  Add i t i on a l ly ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l a ck  o f  

s t ro ng  I s l ami c  s t a t e s  b o th  eco nom i ca l l y  and  po l i t i c a l ly ,  m ak in g  i t  

ch a l l en g i ng  to  p r o ve  t h a t  t h e  I s l ami c  eco no mi c  s ys t em i s  s up e r i o r  

t o  c ap i t a l i sm  an d  s o c i a l i sm .  Fu r t h e r m or e ,  t he r e  i s  a  l a ck  o f  

co ns ens us  amo ng  ex p e r t s  t hems e l v es  r eg a rd in g  t h e  un d er s t and in g  
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o f  t h e  I s l am ic  eco no mi c  sy s t em .  Th es e  ch a l l eng es  co n t r ibu t e  t o  t h e  

co mpl ex i t i e s  o f  adv an c i ng  I s l am ic  eco n omi cs  i n  In d on es i a .  

  C us t om ers  a r e  a  co rn e r s to n e  in  t he  wo r l d  o f  b an k in g ,  ho l d i ng  

a  p i vo t a l  ro l e  as  t h e  en t i r e  b ank in g  sy s t em ' s  c r ed ib i l i t y  and  

i n t eg r i t y  r es t  up on  th e  t ru s t  an d  co n f i den ce  o f  t he  p u b l i c  o r  

cu s t om ers .  F ro m an  i n t e rn a l  p e r s pec t i v e  o f  I s l ami c  b an k i ng ,  

d r awi ng  i ns i gh t s  f ro m th e  I s l ami c  F i nan c ia l  In s t i t u t io ns  Fo r um  i n  

B ahr a in  in  1 99 8 ,  s ev e r a l  k ey  f ac to r s  mu s t  b e  add r es s ed  to  p r ep a r e  

I s l ami c  b ank in g  fo r  t h e  com in g  cen t u ry  and  ens u r e  i t s  p re s en ce  in  

m od e rn  b an k i ng  wh i l e  m ai n t a i n i ng  a  s t r on g  com p et i t i ve  ed g e.  

Fo r emo s t  amo ng  the s e  fac to r s  i s  t h e  c r i t i ca l  imp o r t an ce  o f  h um an  

r e s ou r ces  (H R)  i n  bu i l d in g  a  r ob us t  and  p ro f es s io n a l  I s l am ic  b an k .  

I s l ami c  bank s  r eq u i r e  HR wi t h  a  du a l  c ap ac i t y :  t h e  s k i l l s e t  f o r  

e f f i c i en t  op e r a t i on a l  m an ag emen t ,  ch a r ac t e r i zed  b y  

p r o f es s io n a l i sm,  an d  a  p r o fo un d  u nd e rs t and in g  o f  S ha r i a  

p r in c i p l es ,  com pl em en t ed  b y  h i gh  m ora l  an d  e t h i ca l  s t anda r d s .  T h e  

s econ d  v i t a l  f a c t o r  i s  t h e  b an k ' s  c ap ac i t y  t o  p r ov id e  p r od u c t s  and  

b ank in g  s e rv i ce s  t h a t  m ee t  t h e  d i v er s e  n eeds  o f  t h e  com mu ni t y .  

T h i s  c ap ab i l i t y  i s  c l os e ly  l i n k ed  to  t h e  b an k ' s  com pe t ence  in  

d ev e l op i ng  co mp et i t i v e  p r od uc t s  an d  s e rv i ng  p o t en t i a l  cu s t om er  

s egm en t s .  T h e  d eve l o pm ent  o f  b an k i ng  p ro du c t s  h eav i l y  r e l i e s  o n  

t h e  b ank ' s  HR ,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  s upe r v i so r y  b od i es  ov e r s ee in g  

b ank in g  p r od uc t s  an d  s e r v i ces ,  i n c lu d i ng  th e  S h ar i a  Su pe r v i so r y  

B o ar d  and  t he  na t ion a l  S h a r i a  bo a rd .  

 

G.  Conclusion  

  S o c i a l  j u s t i c e  i s  a  fu nd am ent a l  p r i n c ip l e  i n  I s l am ,  

em ph as i z in g  fa i rn e s s  an d  eq u i t ab l e  r e so ur ce  d i s t r i bu t io n .  

E con om ic  ac t iv i ty  i n  I s l am  a l i gn s  wi th  t he  b ro ad e r  v i s i on  o f  so c i a l  

j u s t i c e .  D es p i t e  t h e  ch a l l en g es  p os ed  b y  cap i t a l i s t  d omi nan ce  an d  

a  l a ck  o f  s t r on g  I s l ami c  s t a t e s ,  I s l am ic  eco nom i cs  uph o l ds  t h e  

p r in c i p l es  o f  s o c io - eco nom i c  ju s t i c e ,  s h ap in g  econ om ic  p r ac t i ce s .  

P ro h i b i t i n g  us u r y  and  ex p l o i t a t i o n ,  I s l am p rom ot e s  i n com e 

eq u a l i t y ,  mi r ro r i ng  e l emen t s  o f  so c i a l i sm .  T h e  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  

w ea l t h  i s  a  c en t r a l  co nce r n ,  u t i l i z in g  to o l s  l i k e  Z ak a t ,  s ad aq ah ,  

i n faq ,  and  w aq f  t o  ach i eve  p ro sp er i t y  an d  in com e  eq u a l i t y .  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  g ov er n men t s  p l ay  an  im po r t an t  ro l e  i n  en su r i ng  

e c o no mi c  ju s t i c e  an d  p ro mot in g  th e  p ro p e r  f un c t io n in g  o f  m a rk e t s .  

' A l  H i s b ah '  i s  an  e s s en t i a l  e l em en t  i n  t h i s  r o l e .  I s l am i c  eco n omi cs  

o f f e r s  an  a l t e r n a t iv e  th a t  ad vo ca t e s  f o r  so c i o - eco nom ic  j us t i c e  

w h i l e  be in g  cons i s t en t  wi t h  a  b ro ad er  v i s i o n  o f  s oc i a l  w e l f a r e  an d  

j us t i c e .   
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H o w ev e r ,  Ind on es i a ' s  I s l am ic  eco n omy f aces  man y  

ch a l l en g es ,  i nc lu d in g  th e  dom in an ce  o f  c ap i t a l i s m,  t h e  l a ck  o f  a  

s t ro ng  I s l am i c  s t a t e ,  and  t h e  l a ck  o f  co ns en su s  amo ng  ex p er t s .  

D es p i t e  t h es e  ch a l l en g es ,  I s l ami c  econ om ics  i s  p r og r es s in g  wi t h  a  

g r o win g  aw aren es s  o f  t h e  im po r t an ce  o f  so c i o -econ omi c  j us t i c e  and  

co mmu ni ty  em pow er m en t .  C ommu ni ty  d ev e l opm en t  an d  

p h i l an t h ro py  su ch  a s  zak a t ,  s ad aqah  and  w aq f  a r e  e s s en t i a l  

e l em en t s  o f  t h i s  p r og r e s s .  T o  ov e r co me th es e  ch a l l eng es ,  In d on es i a  

n eeds  to  s t r en g th en  i t s  w or k f o r ce ,  p ro mo te  ed uca t io n  an d  

aw ar en ess ,  an d  d i s p e l  mi s co ncep t i on s  abo u t  S ha r i a  l aw.  

Fu r th e rm o re ,  t o  ens u r e  t h e  con t in u ed  g r o wth  o f  I s l am ic  b ank s ,  i t  

i s  im po r t an t  t o  f o cu s  o n  h um an  r es ou rce s  an d  d ev e lo p  com p et i t i v e  

p r od u c t s .   

Fu n d am ent a l ly ,  I s l am i c  p r in c i p l es  o f  so c i a l  j u s t i c e  

em ph as i ze  t h e  ro l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  p rom ot i ng  j us t i c e ,  f a i r  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  w ea l th ,  an d  econ omi c  j us t i c e .  I s l am ic  eco n omi cs ,  

b a s ed  on  th e se  p r in c ip l e s ,  i s  a  v i ab l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  co nv en t i on a l  

s ys t ems  and  ha s  t he  p o t en t i a l  t o  p r om ot e  p r os p er i t y ,  j u s t i c e ,  and  

co mmu ni ty  d ev e lo pm ent .  
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